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CottingleyFairies

Photographtaken by Elsie Wright and 
Frances Griffiths, 1917.

Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cottingley_Fairies_1.jpg


Fairies
Faery, fay, faerie, wee folk

ÅMiddle English faierie

ïMythological being

ïLegendary creature

ïForm of spirit

ïMagical creature

ïEthereal creature



Appear:

ïIn folktales

ïAs characters in stories from medieval tales of 
chivalry

ïVictorian fairy tales

ïPresent day literature

ïExamples: postcards, books, material lines, doll 
costumes



The Reverend Robert Kirk, Minister of the Parish 
of Aberfoyle, Stirling, Scotland, wrote in 1691:

ÅϦ¢ƘŜǎŜ Χ CŀƛǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ Χ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΦΦΦŀǊŜ 
said to be of middle nature between Man and 
!ƴƎŜƭΣ Χ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ fluidousSpirits, and light 
changeable bodies (lykethose called Astral) 
somewhat of the nature of a condensed cloud, 
and best seen in twilight. These bodies be so 
pliable through the subletyof Spirits that agitate 
them, that they can make them appear or 
disappear at pleasure" - from The Secret 
Commonwealth of Elves, Fauns and Fairies[

ïWikipedia



Sophie GengembreAnderson(1823-
1903), French born British painter 

Take the Fair Face of Woman, and Gently Suspending, With Butterflies, Flowers, 
and Jewels Attending, Thus Your Fairy is Made of Most Beautiful Things



Midsummer 
Eve

Edward Robert 
Hughes, 1908 



Fairy Islands
Elves and Fairies 
of the Australian 
Bush, 1916



The Sea Fairies

Elves and Fairies 
of the Australian 
Bush, 1916 


