
The year 2009 is soon coming to an end.  I have enjoyed searching for ideas to 

share with you this year.  I have learned a lot, and look forward to sharing more 

with you next year. 

I know that Christmas is a very busy time for all of you.  I hope some of what is 

in this newsletter will help you with ideas to use for all generations in your Corps, 

and at the Silvercrest. 

This is the last newsletter for 2009, we’ll see you 

again in January 2010 with our new logo and new  

design.  As I stated in the last newsletter, the 2010 

newsletter will look a little different.  I will continue to 

share websites with you, but will also include some 

of the items I find on those websites so you get a 

better idea of what is there without having to search 

yourself. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Blessed New Year from all of us to all of 

you!! 

Major Leslie Peacock 

Silvercrest Ministries Secretary 

Notes from the Editor 

Thanksgiving Ideas 

It seems with all the busyness for Christmas that we sometimes forget to cele-

brate Thanksgiving.  Here are some ideas to help celebrate Thanksgiving and take 

time to thank God for all the blessings He has bestowed upon us in 2009.  Some of 

these ideas may say they are for kids, but the adults will enjoy them too!!! 

 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/thanksgiving/ 

http://familyfun.go.com/thanksgiving/thanksgiving-traditions/ 

http://www.ehow.com/thanksgiving/family.html 

http://christianity.about.com/od/holidaytips/a/thanksgivingtra.htm 

http://www.amazingmoms.com/htm/thanksgiving.htm 

http://www.ccci.org/training/evangelism/thanksgiving-ideas.aspx 

http://www.blackdog.net/holiday/thanks/ 
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"He who thanks but with 

the lips 

Thanks but in part; 

The full, the true 

Thanksgiving 

Comes from the heart." 

-J.A. Shedd 
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Check out this website for Advent and Christmas ideas that can be used for 

children or adults.  You might even try using some of these for an inter-

generational  program!! 

There are crafts, skits and plays, puzzles and games, recipes, bulletin board 

ideas.  There are also links to free Christmas clip art, PowerPoint backgrounds, 

Christmas decorating ideas, recipes for gift jar mixes,  vegetarian Christmas 

recipes, an online Christmas songbook,  advent readings and much more. 

This website also has program ideas and resources for other holidays and 

non-holidays that can be helpful all year round.   

This website can be translated into French, German, Italian, Portuguese and 

Spanish. 

 

http://www.teacherhelp.org/chris.htm 

Celebrate Christmas traditions from around the world.  Invite seniors to share their 

family traditions, or check out these websites for ideas: 

 

http://www.the-north-pole.com/around/index.htm 

http://www.santas.net/aroundtheworld.htm 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/worldxmas/ 

http://web.archive.org/web/20060403042028/http://christmas.com/worldview 

http://www.worldofchristmas.net/christmas-world/ 
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Christmas Games, Crafts and Puzzles 

Christmas Around the World 

The following websites have games, crafts and puzzles for the Christmas 

holidays. 

 

http://www.bowtieproducts.com/Christmas_party_games_and_puzzles.htm 

http://www.annieshomepage.com/holidaydecember.html 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/ 

http://xmasfun.com/Fun/TongueTwisters.asp 

http://www.reasontoparty.com/christmas-party-games.htm 
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A tea party is perfect for senior citizens. Fun, yet relaxing, tea can be set up for a couple friends or a mixed co-ed crowd. 

Choosing a Location for an English Afternoon Tea 

If held in a private home, a nice table near a warm fireplace is lovely for cooler days. This is best for a small event for  4 to 

8 people. 

In summer, a garden party may be appropriate. Be flexible in case a cool breeze comes up. Some guests may wish to 

move indoors. 

Senior citizen active-living facilities often have charming dining rooms where a larger event with family and friends can be 

held. 

An active group may enjoy a trip to a local tearoom. Many hotels and restaurants offer teas throughout the year. Holiday 

teas (Easter, Valentine's Day, and Mother's Day for example) are a special treat. 

If going out to tea, be sure the location is senior citizen accessible with ramps or other necessities for those with special 

needs. 

Afternoon Tea Party Elegance, Fun, & Dressing Up for Seniors and Guests 

Send fancy or fun invitations, in keeping with the event theme. 

Entice guests by featuring a delicious menu listing. 

Invite guests to dress in elegant, glitzy, or themed clothing. 

Fancy hats are another easy way to get people active and talking. 

Leave disposable cameras on each table for use during the event to create memories. 
 

Fun Teatime Activity Ideas for Active Senior Citizens 
Arrange for someone to tell the history of afternoon tea, demonstrate proper tea etiquette, or play live music before or during 

the event. 

Place cards make guests feel extra special. A star or sticker inside a few cards can designate door prize winners. 

For the holidays, "Christmas Crackers" are fun party favors. A "cracker" is a filled tube wrapped in holiday paper. 

These are cracked open to reveal trinkets inside, usually including a traditional paper crown. Purchased or homemade 

crackers can adapted to different holidays or themes for a fun addition. 

Food and Beverage Ideas for a Senior Citizen English Tea Party 

By simplifying what is served and preparing in advance, the party will flow smoothly. Afternoon tea basic beverages and foods 

might include: 

Assorted teas (black, Earl gray, herbal, rosehip, mint, and lemon tea) 

Coffee 

Hot apple cider for children 

Cream (for coffee), milk (for tea), sugar, lemon, & honey 

Fresh scones 

English muffins, biscuits or crumpets 

Double or clotted cream (Devonshire cream) 

Orange marmalade, lemon curd, butter and an assortment of delicious jams 

Tea sandwiches (small & dainty with delicate fillings) 

Shortbread 

Assorted pastries, tarts or cakes 

Chocolate candies or petit fours 

http://senior-leisure-activities.suite101.com/article.cfm/english_afternoon_tea_for_seniors 

An English afternoon tea party for active older folks, the less active elderly, and visitors can be easy, fun, fancy or ele-

gant. Choose from these simple ideas & treats. 

English Afternoon Tea  

http://entertaining.suite101.com/article.cfm/english_afternoon_tea_etiquette


USA Western Territory 

180 E. Ocean Blvd. 

P.O.  Box 22646 

Long Beach, CA  90801-5646 

The Salvation Army 

Sometimes it is difficult to locate a new or different resource for presenting the advent 

wreath and candles.  Here are some websites with advent candle readings and ideas: 

 

2006 readings—http://www.textweek.com/yearc/Advent_Wreath_C.htm 

2008 readings—http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?act=reader&item_id=45396&loc_id=733,32,44 

2009 readings—http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?act=reader&item_id=47983 

Links for a 3 year rotation (A,B,C) -  http://www.refuel.org.uk/projects/advent/More/traditions.html 

Nativity Advent Skit—http://northtasmanianlutheranparish.blogspot.com/search/label/Advent%20skits 

http://www.wellsprings.org.uk/advent/contents.htm 

http://protestantism.suite101.com/article.cfm/the_meaning_of_advent 

http://www.rahul.net/mcgrew/advent/sunday1.html 

Advent Celebration Resources 

Phone: (562) 491-8301 

Fax:  (562) 491-8501 

E-mail:  

leslie.peacock@usw.salvationarmy.org 

At one Corps, we really enjoyed an Everyone’s Birthday Party 

Celebration on New Year’s Eve with 

a  dinner or potluck.  This would 

work especially well if you do this 

with seniors or have a group of 

mostly adults.  Decorate tables 

with themes for each month and 

have people sit at the table for 

their birth month.  Find games, puzzles or songs that coincide to the 

birth month.  Have someone decorate theme cakes for each table.  

Afterward play games and have a devotion to ring in the New Year. 

Here are some other New Year’s ideas: 

http://familyfun.go.com/new-years/ 

http://www.theholidayspot.com/newyear/ 

http://www.fathertimes.net/traditions.htm 

http://www.topics-mag.com/internatl/holidays/new-year/page.htm 

 

New Year Ideas 

Commissioners 

Philip and Patricia Swyers 

Territorial Leaders 
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